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(a)  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


C.L.  Broomhead,  T.D.,  M.D.,  B.  Ch*,D.P.H. 

5,  High  Street,  Chippenham. 

Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Boroughs  of 
Caine  &  Chippenham  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Caine 
&  Chippenham  and  Malmesbury,  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer. 


(b)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


E.H.  Holroyd,  Cert.  R.S.l. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspector* s  Cert. 

who  combined  the  duties  with  that  of  Borough  Surveyor. 


(c)  SECRETARY  TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
S.G-.V.  Williamson,  Cert.  R.I.P.H.H. 


(d)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEES. 

The  General  Purposes  Committee  of  the  Council  deals 
with  all  matters  pertaining  to  Public  Health. 
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The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors , 
Malmesbury  Borough  Council,, 
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Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st.  December,  1958. 

Infectious  disease  notified  reached  a  new  low  level 
during  the  year.  No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis,  Pood  Poisoning  or 
Dysentery  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 
Nevertheless,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  number  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  on  the  Register,  i.e.  35  p  remains  the  same  as  in 
1957. 

There  were  41  live  births  and  33  deaths  during  1958, 
respresenting  15e2  and  12.2  per  1000  of  the  population 
respectively.  Nearly  half  the  deaths  were  due  to  either 
Cancer,  Coronary  Disease  or  Heart  Disease. 

The  Council* s  Water  Undertaking  has  continued  to 
supply  a  satisfactory  treated  water  to  the  public;  a  bulk  supply 
is  also  afforded  to  the  Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council. 
Bacteriological  reports  were  satisfactory. 

It  is  regretted  that  the  very  necessary  improvements 
in  works  of  sewerage  and  sewa.ge  disposal  for  the  Borough  have 
not  been  made.  The  condition  of  the  River  Avon,  receiving 
untreated  sewage,  is  the  cause  of  frequent  complaint.  Comment 
on  this  aspect  of  public  health  was  also  made  in  my  annual  report 
for  1957. 


Many  Acts  of  Parliament,  Regulations,  Orders  and 
Circulars  relating  to  Public  Health  have  been  issued  from  time 
to  time  by  the  various  Ministries  of  the  Central  Government  and 
require  implementation  by  the  Local  District  Authority. 

In  order  that  the  Council  may  appreciate  the  extent  of 
its  obligations  and  the  administrative  difficulties  inherent, 
attention  is  directed  to  the  following  legislation  which  has  come 
into  force  since  1949  only.  During  the  ten  years  that  have 
elapsed  there  have  been  restrictions  on  capital  expenditure 
imposed,  on  Local  District  Authorities  also. 

The  Housing  Act,  1949 
The  Housing  Act,  1952 

The  Local  Government (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

Requisitioned  Houses  &  Housing  (Amendment)  Act,  1955 

Housing  Subsidies  Act,  1958 

Slum  Clearance  (Compensation)  Act,  1958 

The  Rent  Act,  1957 

The  Housing  Act,  1957 

The  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958 
The  House  Purchase  &  Housing  Act,  1959 
The  Housing  (Underground  rooms)  Act,  1959 
The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
The  Shops  Act,  1950 
The  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

The  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

The  Rag  Flock  &  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

The  Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  Act,  1951 

The  Food  &  Drugs  (Milk  &  Dairies  Artificial  Cream)  Act, 1950 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Pigs)  Act,  1953 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954 

The  Food  &  Drugs  (Amendment )  Act,  1954 

The  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1954 

The  Pests  Act,  1955 

The  Food.  &  Drugs  Act,  1955 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 
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LEGISLATION  (Continued) 

The  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958 
The  Water  Act,  1958 
The  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  &  Welfare  Provisions) 

Act,  1956 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

The  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations.  1949 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations ) (Raw  Milk)  Regs.  1949 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (pasteurised.  &  Sterilised) 

Milk  Regs*  1949 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1949 
The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  (Amendment) 

Regulations,  1950 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations) (Pasteurised  &  Sterilised 

Milk)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1950 
Ministry  of  Pood  Report  of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee 

on  Meat  Inspection,  1951 
Ministry  of  Pood  Memo  3/Meat  ’’Meat  Inspection” 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment) (Amendment )  Regulations, 1952 

The  Milk  &  Dairies  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1953 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised.  &  Sterilised 

Milk)  (Amendment )  Regulations,  1953 
The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  (Amendment) 

Regulations,  1954 

The  Slaughter  of  Amimals( Prevention  of  Cruelty) (No* 2) 

Regulations,  1954 
Ministry  of  Pood  Circular  MP  4/54 
Ministry  of  Pood  Circular  10/54 
The  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevent  ion  of  Cruelty)  (Amendment) 

Regulations,  1955 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations) (Specif ied  Areas) (No. 2) 

Order,  1955 

The  Transfer  of  Functions  (Food  &  Drugs) , Order,  1955 
Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local  Government  Circular  75/54 

(Slum  Clearance). 

Ministry  of  Pood  Circular  16/53  "Clean  Catering” 

Byelaws  on  Handling  etc,  of  Pood  made  under  Section  13 

of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1938 
The  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958 
The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regs,  1958 
The  Milk  &  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 
The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc)  Regulations,  1959* 

The  Public  Health  (Whalemeat)Regulations 

The  Public.  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924-52 

Ministry  of  Pood  Circular  14/5 2  "Methods  &  Criteria  of 

Meat  Inspection” 

The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1954 
The  Public  Health  (infectious  Disease)  Regulations,  1953 
The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  8/54  (Prevention  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis) 

Ministry  of  Health  Memo  188/Med  (Revised  1958)  -Pood 

Poisoning. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  29/54  -  Notification  of 

Puerperal  Pyrexia* 

The  Public  Health  (A.cute  Poliomyelitis,  Acute  Encephalitis 

and  Meningococcal  Infection)  Regs.  1949 
The  Public  Health  (Leprosy)  Regulations,  1951. 

The  Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations,  1950 

Tlie  Council  must  implement  in  addition  many  earlier  Acts, 

Regulations  etc0  pertaining  to  the  health  of  the  community  such 

as  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Housing  Act*  1936, 

Water  Act,  1945 
*  * 


b 

The  establishment  of  small  Local  District 
Authorities  does  not  enable  a  Council  or  its  Officers, 
however  willing  and  conscientious ,  to  deal  with  the 
formidable  array  of  legislation  as  they  would,  wish.  This 
fact  is  particularly  evident  when  one  Officer  of  the 
Authority  combines  in  his  appointment  the  duties  of 

Public  Health  Inspector,  Borough  Surveyor, 

Water  Engineer  and  Shops  Inspector* 

and  financial  considerations  preclude  the  appointment  of 
the  additional  necessary  staff! 

A  report  on  environmental  health  based,  on  statistics 
pa  rticular  to  the  Borough  only  must  of  necessity  be  somewhat 
curtailed.  Preventive  and  curative  medicine  has  made  great 
strides  during  the  last  fifty  years  and  the  field  is  now 
extended  to  such  subjects  as  Radiation  and  Clean  Air,  the 
Fluoridation  of  water  supplies,  Mental  Health  and  the  prevention 
of  Cancer*  The  following  noises  or  public  health  may  be  of 
interest  to  the  Council, 


they  die 
a  result 


Children  nowadays  do  not  normally  die  from  disease, 
either  during  birth,  shortly  after,  or  eventually  as 
of  accidents  in  the  home  or  on  the  roads®  This  is 


in  marked  contrast  to  the  situation 


fifty 


death 

today. 


.te  of  infants  under  one  year  wc 


rears  ago 
times 


six 


when  the 
it  is 


what 


At  the  other  end  of  the  span  of  life,  a  man  born  today, 
can  reasonably  expect  tc  reach  sixty  eight  and  a  roman  seventy 
four0  A  man  born  in  IC4I  could  only  anticipate  an  average 
expectation  of  life  of  forty  yearsc  As  a  result,  the  ratio 
of  those  over  seventy  to  the  rest  of  the  population  is  now  1 
in  l6?  it  is  expected  to  be  1  in  7  in  twenty  years  time®  It 
is  apparent  therefore  that  life  is  being  extended  at  both  ends 
of  the  scale,  a  process,  of  'which  can  reasonably  be  expected  to 
continue,. 


Certain  causes  of  death  showing  some  Increase  are 
Cor inary  Disease  and  Lung  Cancer $  the  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  however  continue  to  fall®  Since  the  introduction 
of  the  National  Health  Act,  the  prevention  of  Tuberculosis,  is 
divided  between  three  authorities,  :L0  e0  The  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  The  County  Council  arid  the  Local  District  Councils. 

This  tripartite  arrangement  occasions  some  overlap 0  The  Local 
District  Councils  are  principally  concerned  with  the  environment 
i*,e»  housing  of  the  patient  and  the  safeguarding  of  milk 
supplies  and  food  production-  The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 
of  glands  and  bones  has  been  reduced  by  safeguarding  milk 
supplies  either  by  the  tuberculin  testing  of  cattle  or  by 
pasteurisation*.  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  in  spite  of 
impx’ovements  in  housing  conditions  and  nutrition  was  still 
a  great  problem  a  decade  ago®  Sanatoria  were  overcrowded 
and  the  death  rate  in  males  was  four  times  the  present  rate. 

This  great  change  has  been  effected  by  the  introduction  of 
new  drugs*  There  is  a  tendency  nowadays  for  notification 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  to  include  a  preponderance  of  elderly 
men  in  whom  the  disease  has  become  a  chronic  condition.  This 
has  the  effect  of  maintaining  the  total  number  of  known  cases 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  on  the  registers 


Scarlet 
disease,  is  no  1 
either  death  or 
kidneys  were  not 
cropping  up  here 
in  a  susceptible 
infection  in  the 
associated  with 


Fever,  although  still  a  notifiable  infectious 
onger  the  serious  illness,  of  the  past  when 
severe  complications  affecting  the  heart  or 
unusual o  The  odd  case  of  Scarlet  Fever 

and  there  is  usually  merely  an  expression, 
subject,  of  a  generalised  streptococcal 
public  at  large  and  is  not  infrequently 
an  outbreak  of  nose  and  throat  infections. 


I' 
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Measles  shows  an  increasing  incidence ,  and  no 
preventive  measures  are  available;  the  complications  of 
Measles  however  are  nowadays  controlled  by  either  antibiotics 
or  new  drugs  and  no  longer  constitute  a  danger  to  life. 

The  immunisation  campaign  against  Poliomyelitis, after 
a  slow  start,  has  at  last  gained  the  confidence  and  attention 
of  the  public,  although  the  demand  for  immunisation  by  the 
older  groups  of  15  to  26  years  was  negligible  until  the 
unfortunate  death  of  a  well  known  football  player  from  Polio¬ 
myelitis. 


In  view  of  the  changing  pattern  of  infectious  diseases, 
the  law  relating  to  notification  now  requires  review  and 
modification  to  bring  it  up  to  date.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
the  notification  of  Meades  serves  any  useful  purpose  or  is 
worth  the  cost  entailed*  In  my  opinion,  notification  of  this 
infection  should  cease  to  be  required. 

Radioactivity  from  natural  sources  and  the  development 
and  application  of  atomic  energy  is  assuming  considerable 
importance  in  public  health.  The  destructive  action  on  living 
cells  is  the  same  as  the  action  of  X  Rays  or  Radium,  the  pioneers 
of  X-Rays  suffered  considerably  before  adequate  protective 
measures  w/ere  considered  necessary.  Natural  sources  have  always 
produced  radiation  in  variable  amounts  but  in  amounts  so  small 
and  with  such  limited  application  as  to  have  little  harmful 
effect.  Artificial  sources  of  radiation  from  the  experimental 
explosion  of  atomic  bombs,  to  the  use  of  Strontium  to  luminise 
watches  have  been  under  investigation  as  to  their  cumulative 
effect  on  man  for  some  time.  The  estimation  of  Strontium  90 
in  drinking  water  is  thought  advisable  in  some  quarters  but 
estimation  requires  skilled  technicians  with  considerable 
experience  and  expensive  equipment.  Much  of  the  radioactivity 
in  various  foods  is  fortunately  excreted,  the  cumulative  effect 
depends  on  the  body  mechanism  controlling  its  retention. 

The  preventive  measures  required  by  lawT  and  the  greater 
efficiency  of  curative  medicine  by  the  use  of  new  drugs  and 
antibiotics  have  greatly  reduced  the  activities  of  Local  Pistrict 
Councils  in  the  control  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 
Massive  outbreaks  of  serious  infection  are  nowadays  unlikely, 
nevertheless  constant  vigilance  is  still  required  to  ensure 
that  the  public  receives  a  pure  water  supply,  clean  and  wholesome 
food,  prepared  and  distributed*  under  hygienic  conditions,  safe 
milk  production  and  distribution,  adequate  housing,  sewage 
disposal  and  finally  clean  airD 


I  am,  Mr0  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 

C.L.  BROOMHEAD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 
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Area  (in  acres)  . . *  .  . .  227 

Population  •••••••»•«•«••••••  2690 


No,  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1958  according  to 

the  Rate  Bo©k)  .  9^4 

Rateable  Value . .  * . .  .  •  .  «  £31?4l5 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ,  •  •  . . £125«  2s, 78, 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


BIRTHS 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

21 

18 

39 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

T  otal 

22 

19 

41 

Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough* 

e  f  •  0  0 

of 

15.2  per  1000 
the  population. 

Comparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales 

0  0  ,  •  •  0 

of 

16„4  per  1000 
the  population. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  is  slightly  higher  this 


year  by  comparison  with  the  rate  for  1957  which  was  13.2  per 
1000  of  the  population* 


STILL  BIRTHS 


No  still  births  were  recorded  during  the  year. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


No  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year. 


f. 


* 


DEATHS 
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Deaths  recorded  in  the  Borough  during  1958  were  as 

follows 


Males _ Females  Total 

19  UT  33 


Death  Rate  for  the  Borough  .  .  » . 12.2  per 

1000  of  the  population. 

Comparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  .  * . 11.7  per 

1000  of  the  population. 

The  Death  Rate  for  1958  is  very  slightly  lower  than  the 
death  rate  for  1957  which  was  12.9  per  1000  of  the  population. 


ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Tuberculosis ,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis ,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm*  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabete  s 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

All  other  accidents 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
TOTAL:- 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

#■«» 

1 

mm 

*«• 

112 


2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

mm 

4 

4 

2 

6 

*«-• 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

mm 

mm 

1 

mm 

mm 

1 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

•" 

1 

— 

2 

2 

3 

mm* 

mm 

3 

•9 

14 

mm 

33 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  Cancer, 
Coronary  Disease  and  Heart  Disease  collectively  accounted  for 
nearly  half  the  deaths  in  the  Borough  during  1958. 


8 


PRE VALANCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE, 


Apart  from  one  case  of  Measles  and,  one  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever 9  the  Borough  enjoyed  a  complete  freedom  from  Notifiable 
Infectious  Disease  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1958. 


TUBERCULOSIS . 

Two  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 

The  cases 5  a  male  aged  57  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis* 
and  a  male  aged  11  years  suffering  from  Tuberculous  G-lands,  are 
under  surveillance  by  the  County  Chest  Physician* 

The  death  from  tuberculosis  shown  on  page  of  this  report 
concerns  a  male  who  had  not  been  notified  as  suffering  from  this 
disease  during  life. 

It  should  be  noted  however  that  in  addition  to ^ the  number 
of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  each  year y  a  certain  proportion 
of  tuberculous  persons  either  move  into  the  Borough  or  move . out, 
whilst  a  certain  proportion  are  certified  by  the  Chest  Physician 
as  recovered  and  their  names  are  removed  from  the  Register  of 
Tuberculous  Persons.  At  the  end  of  1958?  the  following  cases 
of  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  remained  on  the 

Register* 

Males  Females  Total 


Pulmonary  15  17  3P 
Non-Pulmonary  2  1  3 
TOTAL  17  18  35 


DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOP  INC-  COUCH  IMMUNISATION , 

The  following  children  received  primary  immunisation 
during;  1958* 

Under  1  year  Age s  1—4  Ages  5 ml 4  Ipial 

'  7I4.  10  17  101 

Total  immunised  child  population  as  at  51*12.58 

Under  1  year  Ages  1-4  Ages  5-14.  Iptajk. 

7  ‘  199  509  715 


VACCINATIONS 

The  following  children  were  vaccinated  during  1958. 

Under  1  year  Age s  1—4  Ages  5~l4  Ages  15  o.U _ o.yep 
20  Nil  ~  Nil  3 

TOTAL  25 

In  addition  to  the  above ,  a  further  5  children  were 
revaccinated  during  1958. 


* 1 
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FOOD  &  DRUG-S . 


During  February,  information  was  received, 
that  a  particular  consignment  of  Italian  apples  of  the 
Rambourfrank  variety  might*  because  of  spraying,  be 
contaminated  and  thus  dangerous  to  public  health.  All 
retailers  in  the  Borough  were  approached  and  one  box  of 
suspect  apples  was  discovered.  Samples  were  sent  to 
the  Public  Analyst  who  confirmed  that  the  arsenic  and 
lead  contamination  of  these  apples  was  excessive. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  the  remainder  of  the  consignment 
to  be  rendered  safe  before  sale  to  the  public. 


MILK  AND  DARIES. 


Two  samples  of  milk  taken  at  the  premises  of 
a  local  distributor  were  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
confirmation  of  the  presence  of  debris  and  curds.  The 
Public  Analyst  reported  that  the  samples  were  in  no  way 
abnormal  in  composition,,  However  a  similar  complaint  was 
investigated  in  1956  concerning  milk  from  the  same  producer 
and  the  matter  was  reported  to  the  County  Milk  Production 
Officer  for  a  full  investigation.  No  further  complaints 
have  since  been  received,, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING-  THE  31st »  DECEMBER ,  1958, 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Malmesbury: 

G-entlemen: 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  twelfth  Annual 
Report,  covering  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year  1958* 

The  tables  and  statistics  are  set  out  in  accordance 
with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  42/51,  as  amended  by 
Circular  19/56* 

I  regret  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  give  more 
attention  to  Public  Health  duties  owing  to  the  call  of^ 
other  work  on  my  time.  Essential  work  has  oeen  carried 
out,  but  some  of  the  routine  duties  have  suftered. 

Once  again  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
co-operation  during  the  year. 

I  arn,  G-entlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

So  Ho  HOLROYD 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 


Meat. 

There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough,  in  which 
killing  takes  place  six  days  weekly,  including  Sundays,  and 
one  hundred  per  cent  inspection  of  all  animals  killed  has 
been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  Meat  inspection  takes 
up  a  considerable  amount  of  my  time ,  but  I  consider  it  to 
be  most  essential  that  the  consumer  should  do  reasonably 
certain  of  obtaining  disease  free  meat.  This,  of  course, 
applies  to  other  foodstuffs  as  well,  and  I  have . concentrated 
on  this  aspect  of  my  work,  possibly  to  the  detriment  of 
other  duties.  During  my  aosonce  from  work  inspections 
are  carried  out  by  the  local  Veterinary  Surgeon. . 
Approximately  ninety— five  per  cent  of  rhe  meat  killed  and 
dressed  in  the  slaughterhouse  is  sent  out  of  the  Borough. 

The  killing  of  pigs  continues  at  the  Bacon  Factory. 

The  table  overleaf  gives  details  of  animals  killed 
and  inspected,  together  with  numbers  of  animals  affected 
by  disease,  and  includes  pigs  killed  at  the  Bacon  Factory. 
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Carcases  and  offals  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part . 


Cattle 
excl . 
cows 

Cows  !  Calves 

» 

1 

| 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,664 

760  337 

5,818 

7,291 

Number  inspected 

1,664 

760 

337 

5,818 

7,291 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

3 

5 

1 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

173 

0 

1 - 1 

113 

45 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

10.5  $ 

17.5$ 

1.9 i° 

0.8$ 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

3 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

19 

75 

152 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

1.2# 

10.2$ 

2.1  $ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  &  totally  condemned  Nil  Nil 


Total  weight  of  meat  &  offal  condemned:  8  tons  0  cwts.  3  q^s. 
Food  Premises. 

Grocers  6 

Greengrocers  3 

Butchers  5 

Small  General  Shops  13 

Sweetshops  5 

Wet  Fish  Shops  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  2 

Cake  shops  1 

Cafes  3 

Hotels  serving  meals  5 
to  non-residents 


•  • 


. . 


••  ■ 
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Food  Premises  (Cont*d.) 

All  food  premises  were  inspected  at  least  once  during 
the  year,  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any 
prosecutions  under  the  Food  Hygiono  Regulations. 

The  five  "butchers1  shops  are  all  registered  under 
Section  1 6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  f°r  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  sausages.  In  addition  there  is 
one  other  shop  registered  under  this  section  for  the 
preparation  and  sale  of  chitterlings. 

There  are  18  premises  from  which  ice  cream  is  sold, 
all  registered  under  Section  1 6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955*  All  these  premises  sell  a  pre-wrapped  product, 
stored  at  a  regular  temperature  by  refrigeration.  There 
was  one  new  registration  during  the  year,  and  there  are 
no  premises  in  the  Borough  at  which  ice  cream  is  made. 

Milk. 


There  is  one  milk  producer  and  three  milk  retailers 
in  the  Borough.  Two  of  the  dairies  are  in  the  Borough, 
whilst  the  other  is  in  the  adjoining  Rural  District.  The 
premises  of  the  two  local  dairymen  are  registered  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949~54  for  the  sale 
of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk.  There  are  no  pasteurisation 
plants,  and  no  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  in 
the  Borough. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  no  bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  and  all 
the  bread  distributed  is  baked  elsewhere. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act ,  1955 • 

During  the  year  the  undermentioned  foodstuffs  were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  surrender  notes 
were  issued  accordingly.  Diseased  meat  and  offal  from 
the  slaughterhouse  is  stained  and  disposed  of  for  processing, 
or  for  consumption  at  kennels;  diseased  meat  and  offal 
from  the  Bacon  Factory  is  burnt  in  the  Factory  boiler,  and 
other  condemned  foodstuffs  are  collected  and  buried  at  the 
refuse  tip. 


Foodstuff  Weight 


Tinned  meat 

42 

11  fruit 

23 

u  peas 

5 

"  tomatoes 

3 

"  fish 

3 

Corned  beef 

Wet  fish 

28 

Beef 

36 

Imported  lamb 

11 

Chicken 

_2£ 

Total  weight  surrendered:  1  cwt.  3  qrs. 


14  lbs. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 
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Refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly  and  tipped  at  a 
site  approximately  one  mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town. 
Periodic  treatment  for  rats  and  other  pests  is  carried  out. 

Salvaged  paper  and  cardboard  are  collected  with  the 
refuse,  and  a  special  collection  is  made  twice  monthly 
from  business  premises.  During  the  year  a  total  of 
24  tons  16  cwts.  was  collected, realising  £135*  18..  0. 


SHOPS  ACT ,  1950 

The  conditions  of  employees  in  shops  with  regard  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  are  generally 
satisfactory ,  and  no  serious  breaches  of  the  Acts  were  found. 


HOUSING-. 

No  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  but  the  work 
of  modernising  the  old  Police  Station  block  was  completed, 
and  the  remaining  two  families  from  the  sub— standard 
property  opposite  were  rehoused. 

During  the  year  two  Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect 
of  houses  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  a 
block  of  four  unfit  bouses  were  demolished. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  65  applicants, 
who  were  either  living  or  working  in  the  Borough,  on  the 
waiting  list  for  houses. 

The  following  details  showT  the  position  with  regard 


to  overcrowding  at  the  end  of  the  year: 

Housing  Act ,  1937  —  Partly  -  Overcrowding . 

(a)  (l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  Nil 

during  the  year 

(c) (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  Nil 

during  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  Nil 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  case  in  which  dwelling  houses  Nil 


have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  Borough,  obtains  water  supplies  from  two  sources, 
one,  a  borehole  153  feet  deep  at  Park  Road,  and  the  other, 
a  shallow  well,  fed  by  three  springs,  at  Holloway.  All 
water  is  now  supplied  from  the  borehole  in  Park  Road,  and 
the  Holloway  source  is  used  only  in  an  emergency.  The  water 
is  pumped  by  electrically  driven  centrifugal  pumps  to  a 
water  tower  of  200,000  gallons  capacity,  and  from  here  it 
reaches  the  consumers  by  gravity,  a  bulk  supply  is  given 
to  the  Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council. 

The  average  daily  quantity  of  water  pumped  for  use  in 
the  Borough  during  1958  was  153 >000  gallons,  giving  5 6 
gallons  per  day  per  head  of  population  estimated  at  2,700. 
This  figure  shows  an  increase  over  the  previous  year.  In 
addition  an  average  of  9 >000  gallons  per  day  was  supplied 
to  the  Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  at  source,  and  frequent., 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  were  made  during 
the  year.  None  of  the  bacteriological  examinations  showed 
any  evidence  of  pollution. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE . 

The  whole  of  the  Borough  is  served  by  an  obsolete 
system  of  sewers,  which  discharge,  through  small  catchpits, 
into  the  river.  There  are  no  works  for  the  treatment  and 
disposal  of  the  sewage,  and  pollution  of  the  River  Avon 
occurs . 

No  further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with 
regard  to  the  new  Sewerage  Scheme. 


'  • 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Visits  and  Inspections  made  during  1957 

Investigation  of  complaints . 

Food  premises . 

Fisii  shops . 

Ice  cream  premises . 

Butchers1  shops . 

Restaurants . 

Dairies . 

Shops  under  Shops  Acts . 

Infectious  disease  enquiries . 

Factories . 

Slaughterhouse . 

Bacon  Factory . 

Housing  Inspections . 

New  drainage  work. . 

Rat  infestations . 

Moveable  dwellings . 


5 

5 

10 

9 

1 

21 


347 

106 

17 

12 

7 

2 


628 


Statement  of  nuisances  recorded  and  abated  during  1958 


Nature  of  Complaint 


No.  during 

Year 


No.  abated  No. 

pZI 


Choked  drains .  11 

Defective  drains, .  3 

11  water  closets .  4 

11  roofs*  . . 

11  gutters  &  rainwater  pipes  3 

n  floors .  1 

'*  walls .  2 

H  ceilings .  1 

11  stairs .  1 

Insanitary  accumulations .  2 

nuisance  from  animals .  2 

Miscellaneous, .  7 


11 

3 

3 

3 

7 

J 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5. 


l 


2 
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